


The values presented in Tables 3.3 and 3.4 have a value of 0.005, based on a partially confined
upper aquifer statement from the RFI, not on any new data. Since the original travel estimates
provided in the first draft of the Tidal Study (March 22, 1999) have dropped from the 22 years
originally calculated, to a range of 1.18 to 12.8 years in this report (depending on which method
of calculation is used), the additional refinement of the calculation without actual site data
‘probably does not serve to improve the purpose of this tidal study. However, the final report
should state that based on the lack of data the values with the storage coefficient of 0.01 are the
most reasonable to use in future calculations due to the lack of specific site data. The RFI states
that the “Upper Aquifer consists of alluvial sands and silty sands deposited by the Duwamish
River prior to dredging. The Upper Aquifer is generally unconfined but may be locally confined
or semi-confined ...” . Based on this statement, I do not object to Tables 3.3 and 3.4 including
the value of 0.005 in the sensitivity calculations.

However, in the footnotes and the text the statements that the 0.005 value is representative

should be changed to 0.01 as a representative value. .. Since there is still no on-site pumping data,

or significant additional characterization beyond the RFI, there is little evidence to support a
value which is one half of the lowest in the literature suggested range.
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